THE 38TH SPORTS EMMY® AWARDS: WHAT’S NEW?
The following revisions and refinements have been made to the Sports Emmy® Award
rules and procedures with respect to previous editions of the rules.


A third studio programming category has been added: Outstanding Limited Run
Studio Show. This category is open to any limited run sports studio show that
airs live or recorded for more than once a week for no more than 90 consecutive
days. A majority of the show must originate from the studio or follow a studio
format. If there are unusual circumstances relating to the production of the
program, The National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences will review its
eligibility.



While it has been the case for several years, it is now explicit that entries can
come from any media platform. Programming originally made available on the
internet, or through other digital platforms is eligible in any applicable category.



The Outstanding Music Interpretation category has been renamed as
Outstanding Music Direction to bring it in line with other Emmy® competitions.
This category is open to all music, either specifically composed for a telecast or
existing music re-interpreted in a current telecast.



Voting will be on a scale of 1 – 10, with “10” being the highest score and “1”
being the lowest. Until last year, the voting scale was 1 – 5, with “1” being the
highest score and “5” being the lowest.



If a submitter intends to enter the Outstanding Edited Sports Event Coverage
category, they must start the on-line entry process no later than Thursday,
January 26th. This entry will be reviewed to determine whether it is appropriate
for the Edited Sports Event Coverage category or one of the Documentary
categories.



DVDs are no longer required to be submitted for the Documentary categories.
Blu-rays are still needed for the Technical Team Remote, Technical Team
Studio and the George Wensel Technical Achievement categories.
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Irrespective of whether such a feature aired in a telecast, “Behind the Scenes”
videos no longer allowed in any craft category other than Technical Team Remote,
Technical Team Studio and the George Wensel Technical Achievement Award.
Craft categories are to be judged solely on the content applicable to the category
(e.g. audio for Audio, graphics for Graphics) as presented to the viewer in the
coverage of the sporting event/series in question.



Regarding those who are Emmy®-eligible for the George Wensel Technical
Achievement Award as an Innovator, the term is now defined as those individuals
who invent, make changes, create or introduce new processes, devices, techniques or
systems. Generally they are the creators of the innovation, not managers,
supervisors, executives, approvers or financiers of the project.



Productions must be wholly-produced by the network or entity that enters them in
the Sports Emmy® Awards. “Pool feeds” and event coverage primarily produced by
“host” broadcasters are not eligible. Subject to review by NATAS, the threshold of
“wholly produced” for live and “live-to-tape” productions is four unilateral coverage
cameras, talent under the direction of the producer, and graphics and replays
controlled by the production team. If requested, a production survey with a camera
plot and equipment levels may be required to confirm eligibility.
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